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Jaundice (hyperbilirubinaemia) in the healthy term infant:  

on the postnatal ward or in the community 
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Admit to SCN or NICU depending 
on clinical state of infant 

Take blood for: URGENT Serum Bilirubin, Blood 
Group & Direct antiglobulin test, FBE & Film 
 
Investigate and treat potential or actual sepsis 

Jaundiced healthy term infant <48 hours of age 

Infant <24 hours old Infant 24-48 hours 

This is a neonatal emergency 

Infant at home: 
Immediate referral to 
emergency 
department for 
paediatric review 

Infant on post-natal 
ward: 
Notify paediatric HMO 
immediately to review 
infant 
 

Commence triple phototherapy  
(double overhead phototherapy with an 
additional fibre-optic device). 

Infant on 
postnatal ward: 
Refer to paediatric 
HMO 

Infant at home:
Referral to 
emergency 
department for 
paediatric review 
 

Take blood for: 
Serum bilirubin, Blood group & direct antiglobulin 
test 
 
Investigate and treat potential or actual sepsis 
 

Commence phototherapy according 
to bilirubin level and infant’s age (in 
hours) 


