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Appendix 3: Assessment and care for babies at risk of Neonatal Abstinence 
Syndrome (NAS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  No Risk of NAS identified 

If maternal opioid dependence,  
avoid naloxone Routine postnatal care 

and observations 

 

Scores <8 

2 consecutive scores  

average 12 or more 

Discharge assessment, planning, community referrals and follow-up as per NAS CPG 

Yes 

If baby shows signs of 
withdrawal 

Maternal dependence unknown or  
non-opioid Maternal opioid dependence  

3 consecutive scores  
average 8 or more 

 Commence scoring with modified Finnegan tool 
within 2 hours of birth, every 4 hours for 7 days 

Provide supportive care 

Care and investigations as per NAS CPG 

Transfer SCN 

 Commence morphine 
treatment as per NAS CPG 

Commence phenobarbitone 
treatment as per NAS CPG 

Paediatric referral (after birth) 




