Quality Assurance (QA) / Audit vs Research

All research involving patients as participants require review by the RWH Research Committee (RC) and RWH Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC).

Projects which can be considered Quality Assurance (QA) or Audit do not require RC and HREC review. Such projects should be reviewed and approved by the relevant Department and / or Divisional Heads concerned.

The difference between QA / Audit and Research may not be easy to determine. 

NHMRC document on ‘ When does quality assurance in health care require independent ethical review ’ at http://www7.health.gov.au/nhmrc/publications/synopses/e46syn.htm is useful to assist in this regard.

To satisfy requirements of some Journal editors who may insist on HREC approval before publishing a report which is clearly about QA and / or Audit activity, a statement signed by the Chair of the RWH Research Committee certifying that the QA / Audit does not require ethics approval can be obtained from the Research and Ethics Secretariat.

